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ENROLLMENTS  IN  FOREIGN  LANGÜAGE  COURSES  IN  FLORIDA 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS,  1957-58  THROUGH  1959-60 

Introduction 

Since  the  launching  of  the  first  Sputnik  in  the  f all  of  1957) 
there  has  been  an  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  the  average  citizen 
in  the  curriculum  of  the  public  schools.  Because  enrollments  in  high 
school  courses  for  the  1957-58  school  year  were  established  bef ore  the 
new  emphasis  was  reflected  in  the  curriculum,  enrollment  figures  for  that 
year  provide  a  convenient  base  for  measuring  changes  in  curriculum  that 
may  have  been  influenced  by  a  renewed  emphasis  on  certain  subjects. 

Foreign  languages  traditionally  offered  in  Florida  public  schools 
include  Spanish,  Latin,  French,  and  German.  A  few  schools  in  Florida 
have  offered  courses  in  the  Russian  language  during  the  last  two  years. 

The  purpose  of  this  report  was  to  show  changes  in  enrollments  in 
foreign  language  courses  in  Florida  public  schools  during  the  three-year 
period  1957-58  through  1959-60. 

Enrollments  in  Spanish  Courses 
Enrollment  data  for  the  three-year  period  in  all  Spanish  courses 
are  shown  in  Table  1,  It  may  be  seen  from  this  table  that,  although  there 
was  an  increase  each  year  in  the  number  of  pupils  taking  each  course,  the 
increase  was  not  proportionate  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in 
grades  9-12.  In  1957-58  the  enrollment  in  Spanish  courses  in  grades  9-12 


TABLE  1  T^^3éSe 

c.  a. 

ENROLLMENTS  IN  SPANISH  COURSES  IN  FLORIDA  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS  FROM  1957-58  THROUGH  1959-60 

Grades  Nine  through  Twelve 


Course  and 
School  lear 

Total 
Enrollment 

'  %   Under 
Teacher 
In  Field 

%   Enroll. 

Is  of  Total 

9-12  Gr.  Enr. 

Average 
Class 
Size 

Spanish 

I 

1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

16,0U0 
16,763 
18,3U5 

91.9 
88.6 

9.1 
8.6 
8.8 

27.7 
27.0 

Accelerated  Spanish  I 
1958-59 
1959-60 

29 
36 

100,0 
100.0 

0,0+ 
0.0+ 

29.0 
36.0 

Conversational  Spanish  I 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

807 
277 
106 

100.0 
100.0 

0.5 

0.1 
0.1 

25.2 
26.5 

Spanish 

II 

1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

8,35U 

8,338 

10,106 

98.1 
97.2 

U.7 
U.8 

26.1 
25.5 

Ace.  Spanish  II 

1958-59 
1959-60 

163 
lUU 

100.0 
100.0 

0.1 
0.1 

27.2 
2U.0 

Spanish 

III 

1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

1,339 

613 

1,105 

9U.6 
100.0 

0.8 
0.3 
0.5 

22.7 
21.3 

Spanish 

IV 

1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

366 
115 

ia7 

85.2 
100.0 

0.2 
0.1 
0.1 

19.2 
21.0 

Spanish 

I  &  II 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

390 
22 
UO 

100.0 

U2.5 

0.2 

0.0+ 

0.0+ 

22.0 
20.0 

Spanish 

11  &  III 
1957-56 
1958-59 
1959-60 

135 
5U 
78 

100.0 
100.0 

0,1 

0,0+ 

0,0+ 

18.0 
26.0 

TABLE  1— Gontinued 


Cours e  and 
School  Year 

Total 
Enrollment 

%   Under 
Teacher 
In  Field 

%   Enroll. 

Is  of  Total 

9-12  Gr.  Enr. 

Average 
Class 
Size 

Spanish  III  &  IV 

1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

Spanish  I,   II,  &  III 
1957-58 

525 
538 
172 

72 

76.8 
100.0 

0.3 
0.3 
0.1 

0.0+ 

21.5 
28.7 

Total     1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

28,028 
26,912 
30,279 

93.7 
92.1 

15.9 
13.8 
IU.5 

26.8 
26.1 

was  equal  to  15.9^  of  the  nuraber  of  pupils  in  these  grades.  In  1959-60,  the 
enrollment  in  Spanish  was  equal  to  li4.5!^  of  the  enrollment  in  grades  9-12. 
During  each  of  the  three  years,  the  majority  of  students  studying 
Spanish  were  enrolled  in  Spanish  I  and  in  Spanish  II  courses.  The  enroll- 
ment in  Spanish  I  courses  for  each  of  the  three  years  was  approximately 
9%   of  the  total  number  students  in  grades  9-12  and  the  total  enrollment  in 
Spanish  II  courses  was  approximately  5^  of  the  number  of  students  in  grades 
9-12.  It  is  apparent  from  these  figures  that  a  minimum  of  36^  of  Florida 
public  high  school  graduates  for  each  of  the  school  years  1960-61  through 
1962-63  will  have  had  at  least  one  year  of  Spanish,  and  a  minimum  of  20^ 
will  have  had  at  least  two  years  of  Spanish. 


Enrollments  in  French  Courses 
Enrollments  in  French  courses  during  the  three-year  period  covered 
by  this  report  are  shown  in  Table  2.  From  this  table  it  is  seen  that 
enrollments  in  all  French  courses  have  been  fairly  stable  throughout  the 


TABLE  2 

ENROLLMENTS  IN  FflENCH   COURSES   IN  FLORIDA  PrjDLIC 
SCHOOLS  FROM  1957-58  THROUGH   19^9-60 

Grades  Nine  through  Twelve 


Course  and 

Total 

%   Under 

%   Eni-oll. 

Average 

School  ïear 

Enrollment 

Teacher 

Is  of  Total 

Glass 

In  Field 

9-12  Gr.  Enr. 

Size 

French  I 

1957-58 

2,729 

1.5 

1958-59 

3,317 

9U.2 

1.7 

26.3 

1959-60 

i;,105 

92.5 

2.0 

25-8 

Conversational  French  I 

1958-59 

57 

100.0 

0.0+ 

28.5 

French  II 

1957-58 

1,107 

0.6 

1958-59 

1,379 

95. a 

0.7 

21.5 

1959-60 

2,132 

96.0 

1.0 

22.7 

Ace.  French  II 

1958-59 

30 

100.0 

0.0+ 

30.0 

French  III 

1957-58 

h29 

0.2 

1958-59 

70 

100.0 

0.0+ 

17.5 

1959-60 

28 

100.0 

0.0+ 

28.0 

French  IV 

1957-58 

1U8 

0.1 

1958-59 

25 

100.0 

0.0+ 

25.0 

1959-60 

13 

100.0 

0.0+ 

13.0 

French  I  & 

II 

1957-58 

lUU 

0.1 

1958-59 

123 

100.0 

0.1 

30.8 

1959-60 

32 

100.0 

0.0+ 

32.0 

French  II 

&  III 

1958-59 

82 

100.0 

Q .  0+ 

27.3 

1959-60 

32   , 

100.  c 

U,0+ 

32.0 

French'  III 

&  IV 

1957-58 

59 

0.01- 

1958-59 

23 

100.0 

0.0-1- 

11.5 

1959-60 

90 

100.0 

0.0+ 

22.5 

Total 

1957-58 

U,616 

2.6 

1958-59 

5,106 

95.0 

2.6 

2U.7 

1959-60 

6,U32 

93.9 

3.1 

2li.6 

three-year  period.  The  majority  of  the  students  enrolled  in  French  courses 
each  year  were  in  first-  and  second-year  courses. 

Enrollment  in  French  courses  during  each  of  the  three  years  was 
approximately  Jfo  of  the  total  ^-12  enrollment.  Approximately  2%  of  the 
students  in  grades  9-12  were  enrolled  in  French  I,  and  approximately  Vfo 
were  enrolled  in  French  II.  Thus,  it  may  be  expected  that  a  minimum  of 
8^  of  Florida  public  high  school  graduates  for  each  of  the  years  1960-61 
through  1962-63  will  have  had  at  least  one  year  of  French  and  a  minimum  of 
\\%   will  have  had  at  least  two  years  of  French. 

Enrollments  in  Latin  Courses 

Enrollments  in  latin  courses  in  grades  9-12  in  Florida  public 
schools  during  the  school  years  1957-58  through  1959-60  are  shown  in 
Table  3»   It  is  seen  from  this  table  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  students  enrolled  in  Latin  courses  during  the  period  covered  by 
this  report.  This  increase  was  proportionately  larger  than  the  increase 
in  enrollments  in  grades  9-12  in  Florida  public  schools.  The  total  enroll- 
ment in  high  school  Latin  coursas  in  1957-58  was  equal  to  6.6^  of  the  number 
of  students  in  grades  9-12.  In  1959-60,  Latin  enrollments  had  increased  to 
6.5^  of  the  number  of  students  in  grades  9-12.  The  greatest  increases  in 
Latin  enrollments  were  in  first-  and  second-year  courses.  Enrollments  in 
first-year  Latin  courses  increased  from  3.U^  of  the  number  of  students  in 
grades  9-12  in  1957-56  to  h,'l%   in  1959-60.  Enrollments  in  second-year  Latin 
courses  increased  from  2.Vfo   in  1957-58  to  3.5/?  in  1959-60. 

From  these  data  it  may  be  expected  that  13  to  20  percent  of  the 
high  school  graduates  for  each  of  the  school  years  1960-61  through  1962-63 
will  have  had  at  least  one  year  of  Latin,  and  8  to  15  percent  will  have 
had  at  least  two  years  of  Latin. 
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TABLE  3 

ENROLLMENTS  IN  LATIN  COURSES  IN  FLORIDA  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS  FROM  1957-58  THROUGH  1959-60 

Grades  Nine  through  Twelve 


Cours e  and 

Total 

%   Under 

%   Enroll. 

Average 

School  ïear 

Enrollment 

Teacher 

Is  of  Total 

Class 

In  Field 

9-12  Gr.  Enr. 

Size 

Latin  I 

• 

1957-58 

5,969 

3.U 

1958-59 

9,898 

8U.0 

5.1 

26.8 

1959-60 

9,733 

85.5 

U.7 

26.5 

Latin  II 

1957-58 

3,669 

2.1 

1958-59 

5,172 

90.2 

2.6 

25.1 

1959-60 

7,355 

92. U 

3.5 

25.8 

Accelerated  Latin  II 

1959-60 

65 

83.1 

0.0+ 

16.3 

Latin  III 

- 

1957-58 

700 

o.h 

1958-59 

289 

100.0 

0.1 

17.0 

1959-60 

378 

93.1 

0.2 

16. U 

Latin  IV 

1957-58 

3h9 

0.2 

1958-59 

69 

100.0 

0.0+ 

23.0 

1959-60 

51 

100.0 

0.0+ 

25.5 

Latin  I  & 

II 

1957-58 

301 

0.2 

1958-59 

12 

100.0 

0.0+ 

12.0 

1959-60 

17 

100.0 

0.0+ 

17.0 

Latin  II  &  III 

1957-58 

229 

0.1 

1958-59 

J) 

100.0 

0.0+ 

39.0 

1959-60 

22 

100.0 

0.0+ 

22.0 

Latin  III 

&  IV 

1957-58 

3U0 

0.2 

1958-59 

11 

100.0 

0.0+ 

11.0 

1959-60 
1957-58 

16U 

100.0 

0.1 

18.2 

Total 

11,557 

6.6 

1958-59 

15,U90 

86.5 

7.9 

25.9 

1959-60 

17,785 

88.7 

8.5 

25.7 

Enrollfflents  in  German  Courses 
Enrollments  in  courses  in  German  for  the  three-year  period  covered 
by  this  report  are  shown  in  Table  h.     From  this  table  it  is  seen  that 

TABLE  U    .  . .. 

ENROLLMENTS  IN  GERflAN  COURSES  IN  FLORIDA  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS  FROM  1957-58  THROUGH  1959-60 

Grades  Nine  through  Twelve 


Course  and 

Total 

%   Under 

%   Enroll. 

Average 

School  Year 

Enrollment 

Teacher 

Is  of  Total 

Class 

In  Field 

9-12  Gr.  Enr. 

Size 

German 

I 

1957-58 

222 

0.1 

1958-59 

297 

71. U 

0.2 

2U.8 

1959-60 

ua3 

65.9 

0.2 

23.3 

Conversational  German  I 

1958-59 

79 

63.3 

0.0+ 

26.3 

German 

II 

1957-58 

57 

0.0+ 

1958-59 

30 

100.0 

0.0+ 

30.0 

1959-60 

177 

93.8 

0.1 

19-7 

German 

III  &  IV 

1959-60 

16 

100.0 

0.0+ 

16.0 

Total 

1957-58 

279 

0.2 

1958-59 

U06 

71.9 

0.2 

25. U 

1959-60 

636 

7U.5 

0.3 

21.9 

enrollments  in  German  courses  were  small  throughout  the  three-year  period. 
Although  the  actual  number  of  students  enrolled  in  German  courses  in 
1959-60  was  more  than  two  times  the  number  enrolled  in  1957-58,  only  0.3% 
of  the  students  in  grades  9-12  were  enrolled  in  German  courses  during  the 


latter  year.  The  raajority  of  students  enrolled  in  German  courses  each 
year  were  enrolled  in  first-year  German. 

On  the  basis  of  data  presented  in  this  table,  it  appears  that  less 
than  1%   of  Florida  public  high  school  graduates  for  each  of  the  school  years 
1960-61  through  1962-63  may  be  expected  to  have  studied  German  for  at  least 
one  year. 

Enrollments  in  Russian  Courses 
In  19^7-58,  no  public  schools  in  Florida  reported  courses  in  the 
Russian  language.  In  19Ï38-59,  three  schools  offered  beginning  courses  in 
this  language.  In  1959-60,' -èwe  additional  schools  offered  courses  in 
Russian.  The  number  of  students  studying  the  Russian  language  in  high 
school  for  each  of  the  two  years  is  shown  in  Table  5.  In  1959-60,  the 


TABLE  5 

ENROLLMENTS  IN  RUSSIAN  COURSES  IN  FLORIDA  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS  FROM  1958-59  THROUGH  1959-60 

Grades  Nine  through  Twelve 


Cours e  and 

Total 

%   Under 

%   Enroll. 

Average 

School  Year 

Enrollment 

Teacher 

Is  of  Total 

Class 

In  Field 

9-12  Gr.  Enr. 

Size 

Russian  I 

1958-59 

70 

27.1 

0.0+ 

23.3 

1959-60 

U6 

0.0 

0.0+ 

23.0 

Conversational  Russian  I 

1959-60 

17 

0.0 

0.0+ 

17.0 

Russian  II 

1959-60 

lU 

0.0 

0.0+ 

lii.0 

Russian  I  &  II 

1959-60 

Ux 

50.0 

0.0+ 

22.0 

Total     1958-59 

70 

27.1 

0.0+ 

23.3 

1959-60 

121 

18.2 

0.1 

20.2 

^01   _ 


number  of  students  studying  Russian  was  equal  to  approximately  0.1/^  of 
the  total  enrollment  in  grades  9-12  in  Florida  public  schools. 

Summary 

1.  Although  approximately  2,000  more  students  studied  high  school 
Spanish  in  Florida  public  schools  in  1959-60  than  in  1957-58,  the  increase 
did  not  keep  pace  with  expanding  enrollments  in  these  grades.  The  number 
of  students  enrolled  in  Spanish  courses  in  1957-58  was  eqiial  to  l5.9$o  of 
the  number  of  students  enrolled  in  grades  9-12.  In  1959-60,  the  total 
enrollment  in  Spanish  courses  in  grades  9-12  was  equal  to  lLi.5^  of  the 
number  of  students  in  these  grades. 

2.  Enrollment  figures  for  the  three-year  period  indicate  that  a 
minijnum  of  %%   of  Florida  public  high  school  graduates  for  each  of  the 
school  years  1960-61 .through  1962-63  will  have  had  at  least  one  year  of 
Spanish  and  a  minimum  of  20^  will  have  had  at  least  two  years . 

3.  Enrollments  in  courses  in  French  remained  fairly  stable  through - 
out  the  three-year  period  1957-58  to  1959-60.  Enrollment  figures  for  the 
three-year  period  indicate  that  ^  minimum  of  8^  of  Florida  public  high 
school  graduates  for  each  of  the  school  years  1960-61  through  1962-63  will 
have  had  at  least  one  year  of  French  and  a  minimum  of  \x%   will  have  had  tvro 
years . 

li.  Expansion  of  enrollments  in  Lat in  courses  kept  pace  with  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  grades  9-12  during  the  three-year 
period  1957-58  to  1959-60.  Enrollment  figures  for  the  three-year  period 
indicate  that  13  to  20  percent  of  Florida  public  high  school  graduates  for 
each  of  the  school  years  1960-61  through  1962-63  will  have  had  at  least 
one  year  of  Latin,  and  8  to  15  percent  will  have  had  at  least  two  years  of 
Latin. 


Date  Due 

±0 


S'  Albhough  enrollnients  in  courses  in  German  more  than  doublod 
during  the  three-year  period  1^57-58  to  195'9-60,  the  number  oi'  .sLudents 
studying  German  in  grades  9-12  represented  less  than  0.35^  of  bhe  number 
of  students  enrolled  in  these  grades  each  year. 

6.  Formal  instruction  in  the  Russian  language  began  in  the  Florida 
public  senior  high  schools  in  1958-59 •  Although  the  number  of  pupils 
studying  Russian  increased  from  70  in  1958-59  to  121  in  1959-60,  the  number 
of  students  studying  the  Russian  language  was  less  than  0.2^  of  the  students 
enrolled  in  grades  9-12  each  year. 

7.  After  allowance  is  made  for  a  reasonable  araount  of  overlapping 
due  to  the  study  of  two  or  more  foreign  languages  by  the  same  students, 

it  appears  that  at  least  \xQ%   of  all  Florida  public  high  school  graduates 
for  each  of  the  school  years  1960-61  through  1962-63  will  have  studied 
foreign  languages  for  at  least  one  year  and  2S%   will  have  studied  foreign 
languages  for  at  least  two  years . 

8.  The  percentage  of  students  enrolled  in  grades  9-12  who  took 
coiirses  in  foreign  languages  remained  fairly  stable  throughout  the  period 
covered  by  this  report.  This  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  lack  of  an  adequate 
number  of  qualified  foreign  language  teachers  to  keep  pace  with  the 
increased  enrolLnent  in  the  secondary  schools  and  at  the  same  time  provide 
foreign  language  instruction  for  a  higher  percentage  of  the  students. 
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